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OCCULT TRAUMATIC LESIONS OF THE CERVICAL AND THORACO-LUMBAR VERTEBRAE.
WITH AN EVALUATION OF THE ROLE OF C.T. By Martin S. Abel. St. Louis, MO, War-
ren H. Green, Inc., 1983. 382 pp. $42.50.
This is a good radiological text covering occult traumatic lesions of the cervical,
lower thoracic, and lumbar spine, especially for residents in radiology,
neurosurgery, neurology, and orthopedics. The book reviews a topic which has not
been widely covered in the literature.
The major emphasis of this expanded second edition is the cervical spine, com-
prising seven of its ten chapters. A new chapter correlating radiologic anatomy and
pathology with clinical symptoms has been added to the original edition published in
1970. Furthermore, interesting sections were included on optimal visualization
techniques and demonstrations of experiments in occult traumatic lesions. In
general, the quality ofreproduction ofradiographs and computed tomography (CT)
scans (as well as their discussions) are excellent.
The clinician may take exception to some of the comments in Chapter VI on
symptoms, such as attributing eight years of intermittent days of "blinding
headaches" to a unilateral compression of C2. Overall, however, clinical comments
throughout the text are both interesting and useful.
Radiographic comments are, in general, excellent in the text. Good CT scan
reproductions emphasize bony structures, rather than soft tissues, which is ap-
propriate for this volume. The major emphasis of this text is on conventional
radiographic views, with only a single chapter illustrating CT examinations. This is
somewhat of a limitation in an era when CT scans are proving more and more useful
in spinal trauma diagnosis, particularly in cases of obscure traumatic lesions.
Overall, this is a useful text for residents in radiology and other concerned fields,
as well as for attending physicians in related specialties. Medical students will also
find this book a good introductory radiological text for cervical and thoraco-lumbar
spinal trauma.
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SKELETAL DYSPLASIAS. Edited by Costas J. Papadatos and Christos S. Bartsocas.
New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 546 pp. $60.00.
This volume represents the proceedings of the Third International Clinical
Genetics Seminar held in Athens, Greece, in May 1982, and successfully reviews the
historical, clinical, genetic, and biochemical aspects of the skeletal dysplasias.
The book begins with a section devoted to a review of skeletal dysplasias and con-
tains a very interesting paper by Bartsocas detailing his observations in ancient
Greek literature and art of the occurrence of many of the skeletal dysplasias dis-
cussed in this volume. In another section entitled "Clinical Aspects of the Skeletal
Dysplasias" are many individual papers in the style of case reports on a large variety
of recognizable skeletal dysplasias, some of which occur all over the world, some
more parochial, and a few private syndromes. There is no attempt at an overview or